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LETTER BOOK OF FRANCIS JERDONE. 
(Continued from Vol. XI, p. 242.) 

Louisa County 14th Decemb., 1754. 
Mess rs Samuel Rickards 
Israel Mauduit & Compy. 

Gent n I wrote you a few lines by Capt. Yuille acquainting you that I 
had given orders to Capt. Edward Randolph of the Baltimore for what 
Tobacco remained at the Fredericksburg store after M r . Boogs death 
which I have heard is about 35 hhds, so you may insure as you think 
proper. Since then I have made a separation of the goods which be- 
longed to you in M r . Boogs store with the Executor from those of his 
own, the amount thereof being about £400 sterling & have since then 
sold them at 30 per cent advance to Capt. William Taylor of New 
Castle, one half payable in January 1756 the other half in January 1757 
& altho the advance is very low & the credit long, yet I think I never 
sold a parcell of goods better in the whole course of my dealings for 
they consisted of unsaleable articles, the greatest part being moth and 
rat eaten & otherwise damaged, upon which I was obliged to make 
proper abatements & take a low advance. I have likewise sold some small 
matters of household furniture & four old horses which belonged to 
you. I found also two negroes there named Okey & Doctor. The first 
belonged to the Cargo NB which I managed in Hanover for the De- 
ceased Mr. Neill Buchanan & I lent him to Thomas Hamilton, when he 
went first to live in King & Queen County but never had him back- 
again : I have now sold him for £45 cu* payable in twelve months, the 
other named Doctor I have sold at £30 cu' payable at the same time. 
As Mr. Boog had never put any stop to his dealings with his customers 
but kept open accots with them, pedling with the remains of your goods 
& left all the accots open & unsettled at his death : you can hardly im- 
agine how difficult a matter it is to settle those accots & reduce them to 
ballances some dealing one way some another: however with the as- 
sistance of my friend Capt. Humphrey Hill of King & Queen County I 
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have closed the acco" as well as I couid & find the ballances amount to 
upwards of £3,400 good and bad : of which last denomination he is of 
opinion, as he knows most part of the Debtors, you will be well off to 
get £2,000 out of the whole, and that not in less than two years. As I 
now live at so great a distance from King & Queen not less than 75 
miles from the court, it is impossible for me to attend that business 
myself. I have therefore by the advice of Capt. Hill, put the collection 
of the debts into the hands of Mr. Joseph Starling a young man of 
good character, & who is to give me good security for his faith- 
ful discharge of these affairs, allowing him 5 per cent on all 
money or tobacco collected by him : of which T hope you 
will approve: yet this will not take the burden quite off me as I 
shall be obliged to attend King & Queen Court in all lawsuits. In my 
next I expect to send you an invoice of the goods sold to Capt. Taylor 
an accot. of the household furniture & horses & a list of the ballances 
due to the King & Queen Store. As to the state of your affairs at 
Fredericksburg I am quite a stranger: immediately after Mr. Boog*s 
death I sent for Mr. Robt. Duncanson who managed that store, & de- 
sired him to send me a particular accot. of all your affairs under his 
care, but as yet he has never done it : Altho promised two months ago : 
I know very little of Mr. Duncanson or his conduct in your affairs, but 
I think by this time he might have made up his accots : it is very pos- 
sible he may have done it & transmitted them to you himself; as I now 
remember that he told me, he had never realized any wages for his 
services in Mr. Neill Buchanan's life time as assistant under Mr. Boog, 
& for his services at Fredericksburg in keeping store for B & H : so I 
advised him to state the matter to you himself that it might be settled, 
thereof, lest it should in any measure miscarry. Last Jan?. I sold £1,000 
stg's worth at £100 pC to one man, the one half payable in 9 the other 
in 15 months & in May I sold to Co 1 . John Chiswell £1,500 stg's worth, 
packages included, for tobacco as 1 p ed stg. in casks of 1,000 nett at least 
none under, no allowance for cash, all of it the growth of Hanover, the 
one half payable in 12 months the other in 16. If you have any inclina- 
tion for that parcell of tobacco to be sent home to you, please to give 
me timely advice about it. I verily believe it will be as fine a parcell 
as ever you saw, a sample of it you'll see by 20 hhgd s . which that gen- 
tleman has shipd consign'd to you in the Lyon. I heartily wish you may 
render him such an agreeable sale as will induce him to enlarge his 
consignment another year. I have sold many other parcells of goods 
from £25. to £200 & some a little more all of them on a years credit, 
at £500 pC and I believe I could have sold all or most of them before 
now had not the small pox prevented, that distemper still rages among 
us, tho' not mortal. You seem to be surprised that I should lower the 
stated advance on goods 10 pC from what it was when I arrived here. 
'Tis very true some sorts of goods which were scarce in the country 
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were at no p Ct advance such as sail duck & cordage, and some few 
other articles which were not to be got almost at any price, but you can 
never infer from thence, that whole cargoes would sell to the same 
advantages, it was so far from it, that several parcels of goods value 
from 500 to £1,000 were bought & sold in this very town at 87^2 just 
before I arrived, & some gentlemen that have inported cargoes since 
have sold them & from 75 to 85 none for more. What are now arrived 
with those on hand I hope will find a market before the winter expires, 
especially as C 1 Lightfoot & Mr. Booth have resolved to send for nc 
more goods on their Compy accot, & their cargo of coarse goods mis- 
carried that was coming from Bristol. Mr. Nelson is now the only 
potent rival with me in the wholesale trade in this place, as for the 
retail I have no great dependance upon it. The goods you intended for 
Murray & Gordon are coming round with the cargo, I also ordered 
two packages marked St G which I imagine are part of them, seeing 
them in your manifest to Capt Murray tho you take no notice thereof 
in your letters to either of us, & it was not in my power to know 
whether they are a part of the goods intended for these gentlemen, as 
you have omitted to send me both the bill of Lading & Invoice, for want 
of which I shall not be able to dispose of them. I shall acquaint them 
by first opportunity of the charter you have taken on the Lucy of 200 
hhgd s to accommodate them with freight. I think you are right in 
not chosing to go too great lengths with people of any denomination 
here, during these ticklish times, & would advise you not to advance 
money for almost any person but those you very well know. I have 
never let slip any opportunity of prompting the Messrs. Barclays to 
comply with Pat k ' s agreement with you in London, always reminding 
them of your kind indulgence to them in not distressing them before 
now, I hope to meet with one or both of them ere long, & shall not 
scruple to tell them freely what I think on the affair, & shall follow 
your instructions therein. I pray you by first opportunity to send me 
the acct of the Proceeds of what their tobacco by the Argyle clear'd, 
for if it is more than the £100 Andrew drew on you for, their acct must 
have credit for it, if less it must be charged the other way. I beg of you 
likeways not to ommit sending me a state of Alex r Finnies acct with 
you I having his bond for the hair you sent him by Grayson, the great- 
est part of which is unpaid. I believe I shall be obliged to take a 
mortgage of his stock *& household furniture ; were I to sue him I am 
afraid it would entirely break him up ; he says he has 4 hhgds Tobacco 
in your hands not accounted for. Inclosed are bills of Lading for 
Tobacco consign'd you on board the Lyon, also Matt w Anderson's first 
bill of Ex°e on you for £150 for w ch credit the old cargo — I also enclose 
to you Charles Turnbull's bill of Ex e on Mess rs : Andrew & Archibald 
Buchanan & Andrew Cochran for £120 Sterling, W m Murray's bill on 
yourselves for £55 .... & Capt David Skinner's bill on George Ouch- 
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terlony for t^.^-.^A which three bills together with the half of the 
Bottomry Bond I paid of Capt Skinners Vzt. £166. .14. .g l / 2 makes up 
£38o..i7..3 Stg all which you are to place to the credit of Pat 11 & 
Andrew Barclay's accot. being part of the payment made to me by those 
gentlemen on your acco ts of which I advised you the 16th June. The 
Bottomry bond w ch Capt Skinner has now granted to Mr. Nelson & 
myself included a bill drawn by Capt Skinner in our favour for the 
ship's tonnage & country duties &c & what we guessed would be the 
premium of insurance on the bottomry, the whole amounting to £450 
which you'll no doubt recover if the insurers of the ships should 
miscarry, (which God forbid) but if otherwise you and Messrs Hunt & 
Watermati are only to charge him £333.9.7 his bill on you & them in 
favour of William Nelson & myself as aforesaid for £34-19-0 being the 
ships tonnage & country duties on the tob°. and the premium of insuring 
these sums, for neither Mr. Nelson or myself ever proposed to be one 
farthing gainer by this adventure. Capt Skinner has been detained hero 
along while after his tobacco was all on board to get some carpenters 
work done to the ship which I must needs say requires it very much, 
she being by what I can learn very insufficient to perform such a voyage. 
I heartily wish her well home to you, but I fear it much, the poor Cap r 
has been very sick almost the whole time he has been in the country, and 
he is more likely to die than live, however I have him under the care of 
a very eminent Physician, who says, there is no fear of him. Capt 
Williams in the Lucy arrived at Hampton the 8th ins. and has carried 
his ship up James River to ly convenient for Messrs Murray & Gordon. 
I accidentally met with him yesterday, he tells me they have promised to 
fill up your charter of 200 hhgd 8 . Mr. Hanbury has a charter of 100 hhgd. 
& the remainder he is resolved to fill up with pitch. 

I ever aim Gent n Y. M. H. O. S* p r the York Capt Saunders for Bris- 
p r the George & Mary Capt Hayton for Hull & the Lyon Capt Skinner 
for London. 

To Capt. Hugh Crawford; 12 September, 1754. 

Our public affairs in this country seem at present to be in great con- 
fusion, no doubt you have heard by this time of the defeat of our Vir- 
ginia forces under Col. Washington upon the Ohio river by the French 
on the 3d of July last, which occasioned our Government to call the 
Assembly together on the 22d of last month, in order to raise men and 
money for the defense of the country, but to the great astonishment of 
all men of common understanding, they in their great wisdom would 
levy nothing unless £2,500 should be paid out of the first of it to their 
agent, whom they sent home out of their own heads without the appro- 
bation of the councill to solicit an affair against the governor of apistole 
fee demanded by him on signing the patents for Land, which sum of 
£2,500 they had bargained with their agent for before he left the 



Saunders Family. 145 

country, and as they now find that they cannot make up of the publick 
money in the treasury to pay him, they have no other way to keep them- 
selves clear, than to levy it on the people. The bill they prepared was to 
levy 2 pr. poll before Xmass & 3 pr. poll, before next midsummer, out 
of which they tack'd a clause to the bill to pay the attorney their agent 
£2,500 which bill when carried up to the Councill was rejected upon the 
first reading, & by every serious thinking man thought very justly & 
wisely done : So that the assembly is again broke up without doing any 
thing for the service of the country, after expending a great deal of the 
publick money to no purpose. We are now in a very sad situation in 
this country. Our publick credit is so sunk that none are to be found 
who will lend out money for the country service even at 6 p r Cent, in- 
deed it is but very few who have it in their power to do it, as the gold 
& silver which was current in the country a few years ago is now 
chiefly vanished, which looks like a just punishment upon us for our 
extravagancy, pride & prodigality: to all which you are no stranger. 
We are now at the mercy of the French & Indians, who are daily 
making inroads among the back inhabitants & it is much to be feared 
ere long they will visit us who live on this side of the great mountains, 
unless they are drove off by unexpected assistance. Your old acquaint- 
ance James Skelton is dead as also Robert Miller of W m "bg. My 
wife joins with me in wishing you health & happiness, & 

I ever remain Dr. Hugh 
Y. M. O. H. St. 
P. S. Since writing the above I have received Richard Chamberlayne's 
bill of Exchse : on Robt. Cary Esq & Co for £30 & Richard Farell's bill 
of Exch : on his brother Joseph Farrel of Bristol for £125 both which 
are inclosed & are to be applied towards the payment of the cargo now 
wrote for Per Capt. Robert Patterson in the Sally & Patty. 
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1 John Saunders lived in York Co., Virginia, and his will 
was proved Feb. 24, 1700. It disposes of a large estate in 
money, slaves, and land. Issue named in the will: 2 Christ- 
tabel, wife of Samuel Waddow ; 3 John; 4 Edward ; 5 Robert; 
6 George ; 7 Hargrave ; 8 Peter ; 9 Sarah ; 10 Susannah. There 
is a deed recorded in Yorktown from John and Edward Saun- 
ders, in 1707, disposing of land to William Barber, "inherited 
from their mother, Mary Risk, daughter of John Risle," but 



